SUMMARY CONCLUSION

The three forested properties owned by Liberty are an excellent asset to the town. Not only can they be a source of income from the sale of wood products (as they already have in the past), but they provide places for public use and recreation. Additionally, they contribute to the non-developed landscape necessary for the protection of riparian and wetland areas and wildlife habitat.

To attract the public to these forests, trails need to be established, marked, maintained and publicized. Snowmobile and/or ATV trails already exist on the Dump and Perkins lot. Both trails are part of larger systems and continue beyond town land. The old town road along the west side of the Freedom Lumber lot probably is also used by these vehicles. The town created trails should generally be loops and highlight features of interest. They can mostly follow old skid trails, unless a narrower trail off road is specifically desired, or a rutted section of road needs to be avoided. Refer to the maps in the Appendix for suggested routes. The Dump lot has a road leading to an old cemetery. A trail can then be made that continues swinging counter-clockwise through the southeast section and come back into the opening. From the wood yard north of Plummer Rd. the snowmobile trail can be followed to the river and then a new path cut back through along the swamp back to the wood yard. Camping opportunities along the river is limited to the north east corner. Perkins lot presents many choices of old skid roads to use as trails. The first step, however, is to get permission from adjacent landowners to allow people to cross their land just to get to the town forest. The most straightforward route is the truck road built for the 1993-5 timber sale coming down from Bolen Hill Rd. Trails should highlight attractions such as the old farmstead, the river and beaver pond. Most of the land along the river is wet, limiting camping opportunities. The west corner rises to a bluff and is drier. A clearing adjacent to the farmstead seems to lend itself quite well to support group camping. With coordinated planning, a regional trail can be established along the Sheepscot River connecting with the Sheepscot Wellspring Land Alliance's Northern Headwaters trail to the north and Lake St. George State Park to the south. Both entities have already expressed interest in such a trail. The Freedom Lumber lot also has many skid roads for use as trails. New foot paths can be cut across the ledgy knolls in the east section. The open swamp at the far south end bordered by the still-intact hemlock stand is an attractive destination. This might be a nice campsite for the scout s. On the other hand, if they need a larger flatter area for group camping the wood yard may be the most appropriate place. Another possibility is among the ledges and knolls.

Creating and maintaining trails would be good projects to rally interested people or groups such as the scouts to help out. Other service project s can also include maintaining the cemetery at the Dump lot, cleaning, clearing and/or performing archeological investigations by the Perkins lot's farmstead , performing cultural research about life on the properties in the 19t  th century and releasing apple trees. 
The Liberty Volunteer Fire Department wants a forest fire training location for testing their ability to mobilize equipment in a woodland setting. The Freedom Lumber lot would be best suited for this. Assuming the equipment can negotiate some stones in Ridge School Rd. and make it to the wood yard, the yard can serve as a congregation point. The fire fighters then have a system of primary and secondary skid roads to utilize, including some stream crossings. The Perkins lot is too hard to get to and the Dump lot may be too easy. The upland portions of the three lots are adequate for timber harvesting. However, to protect the wetlands for their ecological integrity, wildlife habitat and aesthetics, they and their adjacent riparian areas should be left alone and commercial timber management avoided. For the Dump lot, this includes all of stands 1b and Ic, the adjacent edges of 3 and 4 plus a no-cut buffer should be maintained along the middle stream south of Plummer Rd. Due to the Perkins lot 's location within the SVCA's 6,569 -acre "Chisholm Pond Roadless Area", strong consideration should be made in favor of non-timber uses. The no-cut zone should be at least 250' from the river, but may incorporate the entire lower half of the property (northwest of the homestead and the bottom of the moderate slope). The 2 main seasonal streams should also have a no-cut buffer. The Freedom Lumber lot has the shrub swamp, many wooded swamps and the 3 seasonal streams to buffer from cutting. Aside from the current storm salvage harvesting currently underway at the Freedom Lumber lot, the only recommended harvest for the next ten year period is on the Dump lot. The Perkins lot is still recovering £1'0111 the last harvest and should be allowed to grow. Suggested management activities for all 3 lots are combined in the chart below.
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